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END THE WAR ON BLACK YOUTH
SUMMARY

 THE ISSUE:.   
Black youth are systematically profiled and targeted by police, and make up 35% of 
arrests of people under 18; twice as likely to be arrested as white youth; 
disproportionately tried as adults; twice as likely to be sentenced to life without parole; 
five times as likely to be incarcerated or committed; and more likely to be sent to adult 
facilities, and to be held in solitary confinement. Disabled youth enter the system at 5 to 
6 times the rate of nondisabled youth, and LGBTQ youth are disproportionately 
incarcerated in juvenile detention facilities.

Schools, instead of serving as places of learning, nurturing, and growth, have become 
pathways to prison. Black students are more likely than white students to be 
suspended, expelled, subjected to corporal punishment ,arrested, and referred to law 
enforcement while attending school, and are routinely denied the opportunity to fully 
participate in public education. Black students are twice as likely to be arrested or 
referred to law enforcement while at school.
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.THE DEMAND:.
❖ Decriminalize youth under 23.

❖ Remove police and surveillance from 

schools.

❖ Direct resources toward violence 

prevention and transformative 

responses that create a nurturing and 

positive school climate for all students 

and create opportunities for youth to 

thrive in community.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ PUSHOUT! (Ending Punitive, Unfair, 

School-Based Harm that is Overt and 

Unresponsive to Trauma) Act

❖ End Corporal Punishment in Schools 

Act

❖ People’s Justice Guarantee

An immediate end to the criminalization and 
dehumanization of black youth across all areas of 
society, including, but not limited to, criminal and 
juvenile punishment and education systems, social 
service agencies, media, and pop culture

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr160/BILLS-115hr160ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr160/BILLS-115hr160ih.pdf
https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf


Young Black people are demonized and criminalized in ways that limit their life chances 
at every point from birth to adulthood.

❖ Black youth made up 35% of arrests of people under 18 in 2018. Black youth are 
still twice as likely to be arrested as white youth. Black women 18-19 are four 
times as likely to be arrested as white women of the same age. These disparities 
persist even as juvenile “crime” rates and arrests have fallen.

❖ Disabled children enter the juvenile punishment system at 5-6 times the rate of 
non-disabled youth; 65% of boys and 75% of girls in juvenile detention have been 
diagnosed with at least one mental illness, and up to 85% of children in juvenile 
detention have at least one disability.

❖ Once arrested, young Black people are less likely to be diverted from the system, 
more likely to be referred to a juvenile court, and are more likely to be processed 
through the system than their white peers.

➢ In 2017, Black youth represented 14.1% of youth 17 or younger, but were 
35% of cases handled by juvenile courts and over 40% of youth detained in 
juvenile detention facilities.

➢ Black youth are five times more likely to be detained or committed 
compared to white youth.

➢ While just 14% of all youth under 18 in the U.S. are Black, 43% of boys and 
34% of girls in juvenile detention are Black.

➢ Between 12% and 20% of youth, and 40% of girls in juvenile detention 
facilities identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual (LGB), compared to 1% of the 
general youth population. One study found 85% of incarcerated LGB youth 
were people of color.

➢ Black children are nine times more likely than white children to receive an 
adult prison sentence.

➢ Black youth, including LGBTQ and gender nonconforming youth and youth 
with disabilities, are more likely to be sent to solitary confinement and 
more likely to be detained in adult facilities.

3

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/tables/table-43
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/disproportionate-minority-contact-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
https://www.ncd.gov/publications/2015/06182015
https://www.ncd.gov/publications/2015/06182015
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezajcs/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/black-disparities-youth-incarceration/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/youth2018.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/youth2018.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58ba8c479f7456dff8fb4e29/t/59739d333e00be4843e0263b/1500749110120/irvine.canfield.2017.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58ba8c479f7456dff8fb4e29/t/59739d333e00be4843e0263b/1500749110120/irvine.canfield.2017.pdf
https://www.childrensdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/state-of-americas-children-overview.pdf
http://jlc.org/sites/default/files/publication_pdfs/JLC_Solitary_Report-FINAL.pdf


❖ The power of prosecutors over young Black lives is profound. Black 
youth are more likely to be viewed and charged as adults and are 
almost twice as likely to be sentenced to life without parole than their 
white peers.

❖ In 2014, Black youth were 14% of the youth population nationally, but 
52.5% of the youth transferred to adult court by juvenile court judges, the 
highest percentage of Black youth transferred in nearly thirty years of 
data collection. And, the number of youth transferred to adult court by 
juvenile court judges is relatively small compared to the number 
transferred by prosecutors or excluded by law from juvenile court. 
Twelve states and DC allow prosecutors to directly file charges against 
youth to adult court without a juvenile court judge reviewing the decision.

These disparities increase at almost every step of the criminal punishment 
process, stealing the dignity of young Black people and forcing them onto 
lifelong pathways of criminalization and diminished opportunity. Once pushed 
into the criminal punishment system, Black youth face myriad collateral 
consequences that harm their future, their families, and their communities, 
including: increased risk of:

●  sexual violence by law enforcement and penal officers, in foster care, 
and in locked facilities and group homes; 

● loss of instructional time, course credits, and access to financial aid; 
legal costs and court fees; 

● separation from family; 
● emotional and physical trauma; 
● challenges to immigration status; 
● loss of housing; and loss of employment. 

For some youth, this means that a minor schoolyard scuffle could ultimately 
result in their family being evicted from public housing or deported.
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http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/103-child-population-by-race#detailed/1/any/false/870,573,869/68,69,67,12,70,66,71,72/424
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezajcs/
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/images/A-StateTrends_Report-Web.pdf
https://950b1543-bc84-4d80-ae48-656238060c23.filesusr.com/ugd/0c71ee_0430993a393840f7af620d34b8e4624e.pdf
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These consequences only exacerbate entrenched racial educational and economic 
disparities faced by Black youth:

❖ About 1 in 3 Black and American Indian/Alaska Native children and 1 in 4 Latinx 
children live below the poverty line, compared with 1 in 9 white children.

❖ In 2015, the median family income of white households with children ($80,800) 
was about twice that of Black ($35,900) households with children.

❖ Black families represent about half of homeless families with children.

❖ The percent of Black households with food-insecure children was more than 
twice that of white households.

There is mounting research that children under the age of 23 do not have 
fully-developed brains and that the cheapest, most humane, and most cost-effective 
way to respond to normal youth behavior is not incarceration, but programs and 
investments that strengthen families, increase stability, and provide access to 
educational and employment opportunities. Prosecuting and punishing youth is not 
only cruel, it also permanently disadvantages them with a criminal record, which 
creates often insurmountable obstacles to completing their education, getting a job, 
finding housing, and thriving.



CRIMINALIZATION IN 
SCHOOLS
Across the country, Black children 
attend under-resourced schools, where 
they are often pushed off an academic 
track onto a track to prison. School 
policing is inextricably linked to this 
country’s long history of oppressing and 
criminalizing Black people based on the 
belief that Black people need to be 
controlled and intimidated. Historically, 
school police have acted as agents of 
the state to suppress student organizing 
and movement building, and to maintain 
the racially segregated status quo. 
Beginning in the 1950s, local, state, and 
federal government agencies, designed 
to protect dominant white institutions, 
made an intentional decision to police 
schools to exercise control of growing 
power in Black and Brown social 
movements. More recently, increased 
police presence in schools attended by 
youth of color, along with increased 
surveillance and social media 
monitoring, has been justified by 
shootings at predominantly white 
schools like Columbine and Parkland. 
Additionally, efforts to arm teachers 
have begun to spread.

“Zero tolerance” policies—a combination 
of exclusionary disciplinary policies and 
school-based arrests—are often the first 
stop along the school-to-prison pipeline, 
and play a key role in pushing students 
out of the school system and funneling 
them into jails and prisons. 
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Black students are more likely than 
white students to be suspended, 
expelled, arrested, and referred to law 
enforcement while attending school, 
and are routinely denied the opportunity 
to fully participate in public education. 
There is evidence that suspensions 
significantly reduce the likelihood of 
graduation, and have a cumulative 
effect.

http://www.nasbe.org/wp-content/uploads/Tucker_Vance-Surveillance-Final.pdf
http://www.nasbe.org/wp-content/uploads/Tucker_Vance-Surveillance-Final.pdf
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-to-prison-folder/state-reports/sent-home-and-put-off-track-the-antecedents-disproportionalities-and-consequences-of-being-suspended-in-the-ninth-grade/balfanz-sent-home-ccrr-conf-2013.pdf
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-to-prison-folder/state-reports/sent-home-and-put-off-track-the-antecedents-disproportionalities-and-consequences-of-being-suspended-in-the-ninth-grade/balfanz-sent-home-ccrr-conf-2013.pdf
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-to-prison-folder/state-reports/sent-home-and-put-off-track-the-antecedents-disproportionalities-and-consequences-of-being-suspended-in-the-ninth-grade/balfanz-sent-home-ccrr-conf-2013.pdf
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-to-prison-folder/state-reports/sent-home-and-put-off-track-the-antecedents-disproportionalities-and-consequences-of-being-suspended-in-the-ninth-grade/balfanz-sent-home-ccrr-conf-2013.pdf


SCHOOL DISCIPLINE
In the 2013-2014 school year, the most recent year for which data is available, more than 
two-and-a-half-million students were suspended from school—often for vague and 
subjective infractions such as “willful defiance” and “disrespect”—amounting to 
countless hours of lost instructional time. Forty percent of these students were Black, 
even though Black students only made up 15.5% of students. Across the country, Black 
students were more than twice as likely as their white classmates to be referred to law 
enforcement or arrested at school. As a result, Black students are denied an 
opportunity to learn and punished for routine child and adolescent behaviors that their 
white peers are often never disciplined for. For Black youth, the impact of exclusionary 
school discipline is far reaching—disengaging them from academic and developmental 
opportunities, and increasing the likelihood that they will be incarcerated later in life.

❖ Black students with disabilities experience high rates of school discipline and 
arrest. Twenty-seven percent of Black boys with disabilities and 19% of Black 
girls with disabilities received at least one out-of-school suspension in 
2011—2012.

Black girls have historically been overlooked in the national conversation around youth 
impacted by the school-to-prison pipeline. Yet, there are higher disciplinary disparities 
between Black girls and white girls than disciplinary disparities between Black boys 
and white boys.; In 2015-2016, nationwide, in comparison to white female students, 

Black female students were:

❖ 7 times more likely to receive 1 or more out-of-school suspension

❖ 4 times more likely to be arrested

❖  4 times more likely to receive 1 or more in-school suspension

❖  Over 3 times more likely to receive corporal punishment

❖ 3 times more likely to be referred to law enforcement

❖ 2 times more likely to be physically restrained
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https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/aclu_bullies_in_blue_4_11_17_final.pdf
https://www.ncd.gov/publications/2015/06182015
https://www.ncd.gov/publications/2015/06182015
https://950b1543-bc84-4d80-ae48-656238060c23.filesusr.com/ugd/0c71ee_9506b355e3734ba791248c0f681f6d03.pdf


Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer/ questioning, intersex, asexual, 
and gender non-conforming (LGBTQIA+ 
and GNC) students are 
disproportionately affected by 
exclusionary discipline and school 
policing. Schools can already be hostile 
environments for LGBTQIA+ and GNC 
students of color, and acting in 
self-defense to bullying often results in 
discriminatory punishment. 

The withdrawal of federal guidance 
directing schools to treat trans youth 
according to gender identity has 
contributed to this reality, prompting 
schools to enforce use of 
sex-segregated facilities, such as 
bathrooms and locker rooms, according 
to sex assigned at birth, often through 
arrests. 

School policing further funnels LGBTQIA 
and GNC students into a youth 
punishment system where they are twice 
as likely to be arrested and detained for 
a nonviolent offense. LGBTQIA+ and GNC 
youth have reported feeling targeted and 
“watched” by increased surveillance and 
school policing, as well as being cited for 
expressions of their gender identity. 
Additionally, rather than responding to 
bullying from their peers with support 
and restorative practices, LGBTQIA 
students have shared that school staff 
often blame them for their victimization.
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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
Black youth are also more likely to 
experience higher rates of corporal 
punishment. According to the Office of 
Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S. Department 
of Education, in 2013-14, Black students 
constituted 17.1% of the nationwide 
student population, but 38.3% of those 
physically punished for school-based 
behavior. For Black students with 
disabilities, the number increased to 
40.5%. In addition, while girls experience 
corporal punishment less than boys, in 
the 13 states that subject more than 
1,000 students per year to physical 
punishment, Black girls are 2.07 times as 
likely as white girls to be beaten.

https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/LGBTQYouthsintheJuvenileJusticeSystem.pdf)
https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/LGBTQYouthsintheJuvenileJusticeSystem.pdf)
https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/LGBTQYouthsintheJuvenileJusticeSystem.pdf)
https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/LGBTQYouthsintheJuvenileJusticeSystem.pdf)
https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/LGBTQYouthsintheJuvenileJusticeSystem.pdf)
https://transequality.org/issues/resources/faq-on-the-withdrawal-of-federal-guidance-on-transgender-students
https://gsanetwork.org/files/aboutus/LGBTQ_brief_FINAL-web.pdf
https://gsanetwork.org/files/aboutus/LGBTQ_brief_FINAL-web.pdf
https://gsanetwork.org/files/aboutus/LGBTQ_brief_FINAL-web.pdf
https://gsanetwork.org/files/aboutus/LGBTQ_brief_FINAL-web.pdf
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/StateNationalEstimations/Estimations_2013_14
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/StateNationalEstimations/Estimations_2013_14
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/StateNationalEstimations/Estimations_2013_14
https://www.aclu.org/files/pdfs/humanrights/aviolenteducation_report.pdf.
https://www.aclu.org/files/pdfs/humanrights/aviolenteducation_report.pdf.


ARRESTS
According to the most recently available data, 
24% of elementary schools and 42% of high 
schools have police on campus. Those that do 
disproportionately serve young people of 
color: as of 2013, 51% of high schools with 
majority Black and Latinx enrollment had law 
enforcement officers on campus. The rate at 
which students are referred to law 
enforcement for lower-level offenses more 
than doubles when a school has regular 
contact with a “school resource officer”. 

Additionally, the presence of law enforcement 
officers increases the likelihood that students 
will be subjected to sexual harassment and 
assault and uses of force including Tasers, 
batons, and pepper spray. Some schools have 
even obtained military equipment through a 
Department of Defense military weapons 
transfer program (1033 program). 

Police officers need not be stationed at 
schools to impact the lives of Black students: 
according
to the Black Organizing Project, the Oakland 
School system calls police on students 6,000 
times a year, while those in Birmingham, AL 
and Durham, NC make 4,000 such calls a year. 
The presence of law enforcement in and 
around schools also fuels the 
school-to-deportation pipeline for immigrant 
Black youth.
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According to the Alliance for 
Educational Justice, every week of the 
school year, a Black student is 
assaulted by a school police officer.

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/aclu_bullies_in_blue_4_11_17_final.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/aclu_bullies_in_blue_4_11_17_final.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/aclu_bullies_in_blue_4_11_17_final.pdf
http://blackorganizingproject.org/
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School-to-Deportation-Pipeline-Action-Kit-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School-to-Deportation-Pipeline-Action-Kit-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School-to-Deportation-Pipeline-Action-Kit-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School-to-Deportation-Pipeline-Action-Kit-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://wecametolearn.com/


CRIMINALIZATION IN COMMUNITIES
Black youth have consistently been demonized in the media and popular culture as 
“superpredators,” “gangsters,” “thugs,” “hos,” and “welfare queens,” with devastating 
consequences for young Black lives. These narratives have served as primary drivers 
of the systemic criminalization of Black youth: every crime bill passed by Congress 
throughout the 1980s and 1990s included new federal laws against juvenile crimes 
and enabled increased criminal penalties for children. Similar trends can be seen 
throughout state legislation. Policing practices like traffic stops, “stop and frisk,” and 
“broken windows policing” disproportionately, and often explicitly, target Black youth, 
contributing to disproportionately high rates of arrest and incarceration. Tens of 
thousands of youth under the age of 21 are currently incarcerated for offenses ranging 
from truancy to more serious charges.

❖ “Gang policing” explicitly targets Black and Brown youth, subjecting them to 
restrictions on movement, association, and activity through gang injunctions, 
and to police profiling and abuse and enhanced sentencing through inclusion in 
“gang databases” maintained by city, county, state, and federal law 
enforcement agencies. These databases collect extensive information on 
thousands of people, designating them as “known” or “suspected” gang 
members—often based on information provided by police stationed in schools 
or engaged in “stop and frisk.” 

● Once designated a “gang member,” Black youth are subject to increased 
profiling, surveillance, and restrictions on activities through civil gang 
injunctions; are often subject to profiling, harassment, and greater use 
force during police interactions; and are at risk of being subjected to 
increased penalties if convicted of an offense under “gang 
enhancements.” Membership in any organization, whether formal or 
informal, including a group that may call itself or be described as a 
“gang,” is not itself illegal, and thus does not justify the maintenance of 
intelligence information, surveillance, or enhanced restrictions or 
punishment. Additionally, evidence cited by officers to justify inclusion in 
gang databases can be as little as wearing a particular color, or drawing 
a particular symbol in a school notebook, or being in a familial or other 
relationship with an actual or suspected gang member. 
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● As a result gang databases can be wildly inaccurate and offer no 
mechanism to contest the designation. Black youth are 
disproportionately represented in gang databases. For example, in 
Chicago, 70% of people on the gang database are Black, and 95.3% of 
people added to the gang database before they turned 18 are Black or 
Latinx. In six predominantly Black neighborhoods, more than 10% of the 
total population appears in the database. In New York, 90% of people in 
the gang database are Black or Latinx, mirroring racial disparities in 
“stop and frisk,” and 30% were children when added. 

❖ For instance, in Cook County, IL, almost half of people listed in the gang 
database are there in part because they have a tattoo an officer believes 
is associated with gang membership, and over half are there because 
they frequent or live in an area associated with a particular gang, “affect 
their style of dress,” or “maintain an ongoing relationship with known 
criminal gang members.” As a result of profiling and targeted policing of 
Black communities, individuals listed in gang databases are 
disproportionately Black. In Chicago, for example, 75% of people whose 
information is contained in the city’s gang database are Black.

❖ As of 2011, Black youth were 44% more likely to be arrested for drug offenses 
than white youth, despite reporting equal rates of drug use, and two-and-a-half 
times as likely to be arrested for property crimes as whites. 

❖ Black youth are also disproportionately arrested for “status offenses,” such as 
truancy, running away, or underage smoking, drinking, or driving, which are only 
criminalized when the person engaged in them is under 18. For instance, in 2011, 
Black youth were 269% more likely to be arrested for violating curfew laws than 
white youth.

❖ Black girls, along with Native girls, experience family and gender-based 
violence, at greater levels than any other group in the U.S., serving as a critical 
driver of criminalization. For instance, Black girls who experience violence in the 
home are disproportionately subject to mandatory arrest when police are 
called, despite the fact that such policies were intended to address domestic 
violence among adults. Top arrest charges for girls consistently include assault, 
often a product of self-defense.
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http://erasethedatabase.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Expansive-and-Focused-Surveillance-June-2018_final.pdf
http://erasethedatabase.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Expansive-and-Focused-Surveillance-June-2018_final.pdf
http://erasethedatabase.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Expansive-and-Focused-Surveillance-June-2018_final.pdf
http://erasethedatabase.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Expansive-and-Focused-Surveillance-June-2018_final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5de981188ae1bf14a94410f5/t/5df14904887d561d6cc9455e/1576093963895/2019+New+York+City+Gang+Policing+Report+-+FINAL%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5de981188ae1bf14a94410f5/t/5df14904887d561d6cc9455e/1576093963895/2019+New+York+City+Gang+Policing+Report+-+FINAL%29.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/disproportionate-minority-contact-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/disproportionate-minority-contact-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/disproportionate-minority-contact-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
https://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/lsfp/1046/
https://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/lsfp/1046/


There is a critical need for a coordinated strategy in local communities to address rampant 
racial disparities in the application of zero-tolerance policies and criminalization practices 
that impact Black boys, girls, trans, intersex, gender nonconforming, and disabled youth. 
Fortunately, a powerful grassroots movement, led primarily by youth and parents of color, 
has taken shape across the country to address these harmful policies—but much more work 
remains. We need to collectively advance a grassroots organizing strategy at the local and 
state level that centers the work of ending the criminalization of Black youth through a 
racial, gender, and disability justice framework—led and informed by youth and parents.

❖ Removing police, armed security, ICE, probation, and metal detectors and other 
surveillance equipment and practices from schools.

❖ Divesting funding from exclusionary discipline and school policing and investing in 
preventive and transformative programs that are proven to establish positive school 
climates and foster healthy relationships among school staff, administration, and 
students. Funding that is spent on school policing (payroll for school police officers, 
metal detectors, surveillance, and data sharing between schools and law 
enforcement) must be instead spent on creating schools that nurture and support 
students and their communities. Rather than harmful and racist zero tolerance 
policies, we demand that resources be directed to practices that help build stronger 
school communities and positive school climates by: 1) developing effective student, 
parent, and administrative leadership; 2) building trust, interconnection, and deeper 
relationships amongst students, parents, teachers, and staff; 3) providing methods to 
address problematic behavior in a way that gets to the root cause of conflicts and 
holds individuals and communities accountable without punishment; 4) repairing 
harm in a way that maintains the integrity of the community and doesn’t further 
isolate people who cause harm. We demand new federal funding streams that are 
exclusively dedicated to implementing transformative and proactive prevention 
practices and responses to interpersonal conflict and similar initiatives, and which 
cannot be used to fund programs that criminalize youth.
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THE DEMAND

We demand that policymakers address deprivation of resources to public 
schools and the state-sanctioned violence that stems from law enforcement 
presence, including ICE, and criminalization in schools by:



❖ Focus on educational justice and transformative justice rather than on 
individual youth as the targets for change, including by addressing both explicit 
and implicit bias of teachers and administrators, and by creating structures for 
teachers and administrators to be held accountable and brought into right 
relationship with students and parents.

❖ Ending corporal punishment.

❖ Ending “stop and frisk” and “gang policing” programs and databases.

❖ End criminalization of youth through status offenses such as curfew, truancy, 
and runaway laws.

❖ End the practice of charging youth with misdemeanors and limit the ability to 
charge them with felonies, saving hundreds of millions of dollars annually and 
providing our children the opportunity to outlive their mistakes.

❖ End the practice of charging and incarcerating children as adults.

❖ Ensure effective implementation of prohibitions on youth solitary confinement 
and incarceration in adult facilities.
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.HOW DOES THIS SOLUTION ADDRESS THE SPECIFIC. 

.NEEDS OF SOME OF THE MOST MARGINALIZED BLACK.

.PEOPLE?.

These solutions address exclusionary and punitive school discipline policies, 
surveillance, and criminalization in public schools across the nation that deny Black 
youth an opportunity to learn. 

These policies have the greatest impact on queer and trans youth, disabled youth, 
youth in foster care, migrant youth, and Black girls. The reinvestment aspect of the 
legislation would positively impact low, no-income, and homeless and 
precariously-housed youth by providing increased services.
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.CONGRESSIONAL ACTION:.

❖ Pass the PUSHOUT! (Ending Punitive, Unfair, 
School-Based Harm that is Overt and Unresponsive to 
Trauma) Act, which would provide $2.5 billion to the U.S. 
Department of Education to improve collection of civil 
rights data and increase civil rights enforcement; create 
$2.5 billion in new federal grants to schools that agree 

❖ to rewrite their discipline policies through a 
collaborative process with students, families, and 
communities; train educators in restorative practices 
and trauma-informed approaches; end corporal 
punishment and invest in counselors, social workers, 
school nurses, and mental health professionals instead 
of police officers, surveillance, or metal detectors.

 

❖ Pass legislation to repeal all federal juvenile crimes, end 
trial and detention of youth as adults, and mandate 
reinvestment of savings into programs shown to reduce 
criminalization of youth, increase youth educational 
attainment, and support communities where youth 
incarceration has been most prevalent.

❖ Amend the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
Act (JJDPA) to provide incentives to states to adopt 
statutes that ban the prosecution of children under the 
age of 23, and eliminate the “valid court order” provision 
which allows judges to incarcerate youth for simply 
violating any condition imposed by a judge.

FEDERAL ACTION:

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s1169/BILLS-114s1169rs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s1169/BILLS-114s1169rs.pdf
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FEDERAL ACTION:

❖ Fully Fund Title I and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), and provide guidance on other funding mechanisms to 
address the needs of disabled students.

❖ Pass the End Corporal Punishment in Schools Act.

❖  Enact a federal ban on arming school teachers.

❖ Pass legislation consistent with the People’s Justice Guarantee, a 
Congressional Resolution outlining a comprehensive set of measures 
that would contribute significantly to decriminalization, diversion, 
decarceration, and re-entry, and advance community-based safety 
strategies.

❖ End the Department of Defense 1033 program.

.AGENCY ACTION:.

❖ Reinstate the rescinded 2014 Department of Education and 
Department of Justice guidance against discriminatory school 
discipline practices with additional protections to safeguard migrant 
students, LGBTQ+ and GNC students, and disabled students 
throughout the U.S.

❖ Reinstate Department of Education guidance outlining schools’ 
obligations regarding transgender students under Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972.

❖ Reinstate over 72 rescinded policies enforcing protections to 
students with disabilities.

❖ Reject the Federal Commission on School Safety report, which 
recommends policies and practices to “harden schools” that, if 
implemented, would increase the level of discrimination, school 
pushout, and criminalization faced by Black students on a daily basis.

https://www.congress.gov/108/plaws/publ446/PLAW-108publ446.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/108/plaws/publ446/PLAW-108publ446.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/727/text
https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R43701.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/school%C2%ADdiscipline/guiding%C2%ADprinciples.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/school%C2%ADdiscipline/guiding%C2%ADprinciples.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/crt/title-ix-education-amendments-1972
https://www.justice.gov/crt/title-ix-education-amendments-1972
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/school-safety/school-safety-report.pdf


❖ Pass legislation banning and removing 
police, probation, and immigration 
officers from schools and prohibiting 
referral of students to law enforcement 
or immigration authorities by school 
officials.

❖ Pass legislation banning exclusionary 
discipline (suspensions, expulsions, and 
arrests) for all students pre-K through 
12th grade, and for vague and subjective 
behaviors including willful defiance, 
disrespect, insubordination, and 
disturbing the peace or “disturbing a 
school.”

❖ Pass legislation prohibiting the use of 
corporal punishment, strip searches, 
restraints, and seclusion in all 
educational settings.

❖ Pass legislation prohibiting local school 
districts from arming school teachers or 
staff, and repeal existing legislation that 
permits or mandates arming school 
personnel.

❖ Pass legislation requiring and funding 
the use of supportive services for 
students, including fully funding 
restorative programs and support for 
students in crisis in educational settings.
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STATE ACTION



❖ Pass legislation requiring and funding 
preventative and transformative practices for 
teachers and administrators to further 
protect students from racial profiling and 
targeting.

❖ Pass legislation providing clear protections to 
disabled and LGBTQ and gender 
nonconforming youth in schools and the 
juvenile legal system.

❖ Pass legislation requiring school districts and 
post-secondary institutions to provide 
support to pregnant and parenting students.

❖ Implement a non-carceral, harm 
reduction-based, gender-responsive 
approach to children who experience 
gender-based violence and abuse, and use 
Medicaid funds to improve quality care and 
trauma-related services for girls, trans, 
intersex, and gender nonconforming youth.

❖ Pass legislation repealing all existing state 
juvenile offenses, barring youth from being 
charged or incarcerated as adults or held in 
solitary confinement, and mandating a 
reinvestment strategy where savings would 
be captured and reinvested in programs 
shown to meet the needs of Black youth, 
increase youth educational attainment, and 
support communities where juvenile 
incarceration has been most prevalent.

❖ Abolish gang databases.

17

STATE ACTION
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LOCAL ACTION

School boards and municipal legislatures must:

❖ End “stop and frisk” programs and de-prioritize the arrest of youth for 
misdemeanors and low-level felonies.

❖ End racial profiling and “hot-spot” policing.

❖ Abolish gang units and databases and invest in violence prevention programs and 
expand resources for youth in communities.

❖ Pass local legislation or school district policy banning and removing police, 
probation, and immigration officers from in and around schools. School districts 
must end their relationship, including both formal and informal arrangements, with 
local, county, and state police departments, end the use of chemical agents and 
physical restraints on students of all ages, and reject military grade weapons and 
equipment from the Federal Department of Defense through the Federal 1033 
Program.

❖ Enact policies that decriminalize student behavior, end all school-based arrests 
and summons, and end zero tolerance school discipline policies.

❖ Eliminate vague and subjective laws and statutes that criminalize student 
behavior.

❖ End all data sharing between school districts and local police departments and 
ICE, through gang databases and similar mechanisms.

❖ Ban the use of corporal punishment, strip searches, restraints, and seclusion in all 
educational settings.

❖ Enact local school district policy banning exclusionary discipline (suspensions, 
expulsions, and arrests) for all students pre-K through 12th grade, especially for 
vague and subjective behaviors including willful defiance, disrespect, 
insubordination, and disturbing the peace.
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❖ Enact local school district policy mandating that students and parents be included in 
the development of codes of conduct, including classroom and school-based policies, 
practices, and expectations of students and school personnel.

❖ Invest in training for students, parents, teachers, and staff on restorative justice 
practices as an alternative to zero tolerance policies.

❖ Enact local school district policy establishing mandatory annual professional 
development and training on bullying, harassment, and violence that is 
age-appropriate and gender-inclusive.

❖ Fully fund comprehensive mental health programs and services for students and staff.

❖ Pass legislation and policy requiring and funding transformative justice practices for 
teachers and administrators to further protect students from racial profiling and 
targeting.

❖ Pass legislation and policy prohibiting schools from arming teachers or staff, and 
repeal existing legislation or policies that allow for or mandate arming school 
personnel.

❖ Enact strict protections against discrimination for disabled students, and ensure full 
accessibility and accommodations for every student including fully funded and 
supported Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

❖ Pass legislation providing clear protections to disabled and LGBTQ and gender 
nonconforming youth in schools and the juvenile legal system.

❖ Pass legislation and school district policies mandating schools to provide support to 
pregnant and parenting students.

❖ Establish participatory budgeting frameworks that allow for students, parents, and 
community members to determine how public funds will be used to support students’ 
academic, social, and emotional needs using preventative and transformative 
approaches to violence and conflict, harm reduction, and trauma-informed 
approaches.

❖ Enact local policy that affirms the right of Black and all oppressed youth to organize to 
protest against state violence and to protect themselves from all forms of violence.

Targets: local prosecutors

❖ Decline to prosecute youth under 23.
❖ Decline to prosecute youth as adults.
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MODEL LEGISLATION

❖ Advancement Project Model School 
Discipline Policy

❖ Trayvon’s Law

http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/AdvProject_Code-of-Conduct-Tips-Examples.pdf
http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/AdvProject_Code-of-Conduct-Tips-Examples.pdf
https://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Trayvon%27s%20Law%20Bill%20Summary.pdf


RESOURCES
❖ We Came to Learn

❖ Invisible No More, Police Violence 
Against Black Women and Women 
of Color

❖ PushOUT! The Criminalization of 
Black Girls in Schools (book and 
film)

❖ Sing a Rhythm, Dance a Blues: 
Education for the Liberation of 
Black and Brown Girls

❖ Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out 
Overpoliced and Underprotected

❖ Erase the Database

❖ Gang Takedowns in the deBlasio 
Era

❖ Girls for Gender Equity, A National 
Agenda for Black Girls

❖ Girls for Gender Equity, The Schools 
Girls Deserve

❖ Introduction to Restorative 
Practices

❖ National Black Women’s Justice 
Initiative, End School Pushout for 
Black Girls and Other Girls of Color: 
Federal, State, and Local Policy 
Recommendations  

❖ Our Youth, Our Future! Advancing 
Strategies for Change

❖ Subini Ancy Annamma, The 
Pedagogy of Pathologization

❖ Telling It Like It Is! Miami Youth 
Speak Out on the School-to-Prison 
Pipeline

❖ The School to Deportation Pipeline

❖ The Sexual Abuse to Prison 
Pipeline: The Girls’ Story

❖ We Came to Learn: A Call for 
Police-free schools report and 
corresponding Actionkit

❖ African American Male Student 
Voice

❖ Sentencing Project, 
Disproportionate Minority Contact 
in the Juvenile Justice System

❖ ACLU, A Violent Education: 
Corporal Punishment of Children 
in U.S. Public Schools
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http://www.wecametolearn.com/
http://invisiblenomorebook.com/
http://invisiblenomorebook.com/
http://invisiblenomorebook.com/
https://pushoutfilm.com/about
https://pushoutfilm.com/about
https://pushoutfilm.com/about
https://thenewpress.com/books/sing-rhythm-dance-blues
https://thenewpress.com/books/sing-rhythm-dance-blues
https://thenewpress.com/books/sing-rhythm-dance-blues
https://www.atlanticphilanthropies.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
https://www.atlanticphilanthropies.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
http://erasethedatabase.com
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5de981188ae1bf14a94410f5/t/5df14904887d561d6cc9455e/1576093963895/2019+New+York+City+Gang+Policing+Report+-+FINAL%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5de981188ae1bf14a94410f5/t/5df14904887d561d6cc9455e/1576093963895/2019+New+York+City+Gang+Policing+Report+-+FINAL%29.pdf
https://www.ggenyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/A-National-Agenda-For-Black-Girls.html
https://www.ggenyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/A-National-Agenda-For-Black-Girls.html
https://www.ggenyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GGE_school_girls_deserveDRAFT6FINALWEB.pdf
https://www.ggenyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GGE_school_girls_deserveDRAFT6FINALWEB.pdf
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Domain/861/Restorative%20Justice%20%20Handout.pdf
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Domain/861/Restorative%20Justice%20%20Handout.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/0c71ee_7d6b6469aa144b0397a4d7cd5d0f8051.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/0c71ee_7d6b6469aa144b0397a4d7cd5d0f8051.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/0c71ee_7d6b6469aa144b0397a4d7cd5d0f8051.pdf
https://www.bookdepository.com/Pedagogy-Pathologization-Subini-Ancy-Annamma/9781138696907
https://www.bookdepository.com/Pedagogy-Pathologization-Subini-Ancy-Annamma/9781138696907
https://poweru.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tell-It-Like-It-Is.pdf
https://poweru.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tell-It-Like-It-Is.pdf
https://poweru.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tell-It-Like-It-Is.pdf
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/School-to-Deportation-Pipeline-Action-Kit-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://www.cclp.org/report-finds-troubling-link-between-sexual-abuse-and-prison/
https://advancementproject.org/wecametolearn/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pR12oBpg7wVc5vkwji5ewGktjNfTuDNU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pR12oBpg7wVc5vkwji5ewGktjNfTuDNU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/disproportionate-minority-contact-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
https://www.aclu.org/


ORGANIZATIONS CURRENTLY 
WORKING ON POLICY
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ALLIANCE FOR 
EDUCATIONAL 

JUSTICE

NAACP LEGAL 
DEFENSE FUND

ADVANCEMENT 
PROJECT

GENDERS & 
SEXUALITIES 

ALLIANCE (GSA) 
NETWORK

GIRLS FOR GENDER 
EQUITY

DIGNITY IN SCHOOLS 
CAMPAIGN

MOMSRISING

BYP100

W. HAYWOOD BURNS 
INSTITUTE

NATIONAL BLACK 
WOMEN’S JUSTICE 

INSTITUTE

https://www.facebook.com/4EdJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/4EdJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/4EdJustice/
https://www.naacpldf.org/
https://www.naacpldf.org/
https://advancementproject.org/
https://advancementproject.org/
https://gsanetwork.org/WORK
https://gsanetwork.org/WORK
https://gsanetwork.org/WORK
https://gsanetwork.org/WORK
https://www.ggenyc.org/
https://www.ggenyc.org/
https://dignityinschools.org/
https://dignityinschools.org/
https://www.momsrising.org/
https://www.byp100.org/
https://www.burnsinstitute.org/
https://www.burnsinstitute.org/
https://www.nbwji.org/
https://www.nbwji.org/
https://www.nbwji.org/
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LOCAL

BALTIMORE 
ALGEBRA PROJECT 

(BALTIMORE)

DESOTO COUNTY 
PARENTS AND 
STUDENTS FOR 

JUSTICE 
(MISSISSIPPI)

ALLIANCE FOR 
QUALITY EDUCATION 

(NEW YORK)

CRITICAL EXPOSURE 
(DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA)

COMMUNITIES 
UNITED FOR POLICE 
REFORM (NEW YORK)

COMMUNITY JUSTICE 
PROJECT (MIAMI)

DREAM DEFENDERS 
(FLORIDA)

BOSTON YOUTH 
ORGANIZING 

PROJECT (BOSTON)

DESIS RISING UP 
AND MOVING (NEW 

YORK)

FREEDOM, INC. 
(MADISON)

ERASE THE 
DATABASE 
(CHICAGO)

EVERYBLACKGIRL 
(SOUTH CAROLINA)

https://www.facebook.com/baltimorealgebraproject/
https://www.facebook.com/baltimorealgebraproject/
https://www.facebook.com/baltimorealgebraproject/
https://advancementproject.org/news/ms-parents-urge-federal-intervention-in-county-schools-due-to-persistent-racial-discrimination/
https://advancementproject.org/news/ms-parents-urge-federal-intervention-in-county-schools-due-to-persistent-racial-discrimination/
https://advancementproject.org/news/ms-parents-urge-federal-intervention-in-county-schools-due-to-persistent-racial-discrimination/
https://advancementproject.org/news/ms-parents-urge-federal-intervention-in-county-schools-due-to-persistent-racial-discrimination/
https://advancementproject.org/news/ms-parents-urge-federal-intervention-in-county-schools-due-to-persistent-racial-discrimination/
https://www.aqeny.org/
https://www.aqeny.org/
https://www.aqeny.org/
https://criticalexposure.org/
https://criticalexposure.org/
https://criticalexposure.org/
https://www.changethenypd.org/
https://www.changethenypd.org/
https://www.changethenypd.org/
http://communityjusticeproject.com/
http://communityjusticeproject.com/
https://dreamdefenders.org/
https://dreamdefenders.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BYOP-Boston-area-Youth-Organizing-Project-383926378352766/
https://www.facebook.com/BYOP-Boston-area-Youth-Organizing-Project-383926378352766/
https://www.facebook.com/BYOP-Boston-area-Youth-Organizing-Project-383926378352766/
https://www.drumnyc.org/
https://www.drumnyc.org/
https://www.drumnyc.org/
https://freedom-inc.org/
https://freedom-inc.org/
http://erasethedatabase.com/
http://erasethedatabase.com/
http://erasethedatabase.com/
http://www.officialebg.org/
http://www.officialebg.org/
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LOCAL

TUNICA TEENS IN
 ACTION 

(MISSISSIPPI)

RETHINK (NEW 
ORLEANS)

PHILADELPHIA 
STUDENT UNION 
(PHILADELPHIA)

POWER U CENTER 
FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

(MIAMI)
PROJECT SOUTH 

(ATLANTA)
PORTLAND PARENTS 
UNION (PORTLAND)

VOICES OF YOUTH IN 
CHICAGO 

EDUCATION 
(CHICAGO)

POLICING AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

PROJECT (NEW YORK)

YOUTH UNITED FOR 
CHANGE 

(PHILADELPHIA)

YOUTH JUSTICE 
COALITION (LOS 

ANGELES)

URBAN YOUTH 
COLLABORATIVE 

(NEW YORK)
SPIRITHOUSE 

(NORTH CAROLINA)

https://www.facebook.com/Tunica-Teens-in-Action-1498196067064164/
https://www.facebook.com/Tunica-Teens-in-Action-1498196067064164/
https://www.facebook.com/Tunica-Teens-in-Action-1498196067064164/
http://therethinkers.org/
http://therethinkers.org/
https://phillystudentunion.org/
https://phillystudentunion.org/
https://phillystudentunion.org/
https://poweru.org/
https://poweru.org/
https://poweru.org/
https://projectsouth.org/
https://projectsouth.org/
https://www.portlandparentunion.com/
https://www.portlandparentunion.com/
https://www.facebook.com/voyceproject/
https://www.facebook.com/voyceproject/
https://www.facebook.com/voyceproject/
https://www.facebook.com/voyceproject/
http://www.policingandjustice.org/
http://www.policingandjustice.org/
http://www.policingandjustice.org/
https://www.youthunitedforchange.org/
https://www.youthunitedforchange.org/
https://www.youthunitedforchange.org/
https://youthpassageways.org/partners/youth-justice-coalition/
https://youthpassageways.org/partners/youth-justice-coalition/
https://youthpassageways.org/partners/youth-justice-coalition/
http://www.urbanyouthcollaborative.org/
http://www.urbanyouthcollaborative.org/
http://www.urbanyouthcollaborative.org/
https://www.spirithouse-nc.org/
https://www.spirithouse-nc.org/
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LOCAL

LABOR/COMMUNITY 
STRATEGY CENTER 

(LOS ANGELES)

FAMILIES AND 
FRIENDS OF 
LOUISIANA’S 

INCARCERATED 
CHILDREN (NEW 

ORLEANS)

PADRES Y JÓVENES 
UNIDOS (DENVER)

ONE VOICE 
(MISSISSIPPI)

ONE LOVE GLOBAL 
(MICHIGAN)

NOLLIE JENKINS 
FAMILY CENTER 
(MISSISSIPPI)

TENANTS AND 
WORKERS UNITED 

(VIRGINIA)
RACIAL JUSTICE 

NOW! (OHIO) AND MANY OTHERS!

https://www.facebook.com/TheStrategyCenterLA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheStrategyCenterLA/
https://www.facebook.com/TheStrategyCenterLA/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://www.fflic.org/
https://padresunidos.org/
https://padresunidos.org/
https://www.thepraxisproject.org/cbph-orgs/2020/1/13/one-voice
https://www.thepraxisproject.org/cbph-orgs/2020/1/13/one-voice
https://www.oneloveglobal.org/
https://www.oneloveglobal.org/
http://nolliejenkinsfamilycenter.org/
http://nolliejenkinsfamilycenter.org/
http://nolliejenkinsfamilycenter.org/
https://www.tenantsandworkers.org/
https://www.tenantsandworkers.org/
https://www.tenantsandworkers.org/
https://rjnohio.org/
https://rjnohio.org/
https://www.spanishdict.com/examples/and%20many%20others


AUTHORS & CONTRIBUTORS
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❖ Thena Robinson Mock, Communities for Just Schools Fund 

❖ Tyler Whittenberg, Advancement Project

❖ Jonathan Stith, Alliance For Educational Justice

❖ Ruth Jeannoel, Forward Together

❖ Rachel Gilmer, Dream Defenders 

❖ Chelsea Fuller, Blackbird

❖ Marbre Stahly -butts, Law For Black Lives 

❖ Andrea J. Ritchie, Interrupting Criminalization: Research In Action

❖ Sydney Mckinney, National Black Women’s Justice Initiative

❖ Angela Waters Austin, One Love Global/BLM Michigan

❖ Saye Joseph, BYP100

❖ Beatriz Beckford, Momsrising

❖ James Bell, W. Haywood Burns Institute

https://www.cjsfund.org/our-team
https://www.facebook.com/AdvancementProject/posts/our-own-senior-attorney-tyler-whittenberg-on-our-report-and-the-need-for-policef/2023870604300602/
https://www.facebook.com/4EdJustice/
https://forwardtogether.org/people/ruth-jeannoel/
https://dreamdefenders.org/
https://www.teamblackbird.org/our-team
http://www.law4blacklives.org/about-us
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/
https://www.nbwji.org/
https://www.oneloveglobal.org/angela-waters-austin
https://www.byp100.org/national-staff
https://www.momsrising.org/blog/users/beatriz-beckford
https://www.burnsinstitute.org/staff-members/james-bell/
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 RELATED BRIEFS

FULLY FUNDED 
EDUCATION

COMMUNITY 
CONTROL OF 

SCHOOLS
AN END TO PRISONS 
AS WE KNOW THEM

END THE WAR ON 
BLACK WOMAN

END THE WAR ON 
BLACK COMMUNITIES

END MILITARIZATION 
OF LAW 

ENFORCEMENT



 A VISION FOR BLACK LIVES.
POLICY DEMANDS FOR BLACK POWER, FREEDOM, & JUSTICE

M4BL.ORG


